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In The United States Patent And Trademark Office 

First Inventor: Chian-Min, Richard Flo 
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Serial No.: 
Examiner: 
Docket No. 



Method for automatically searching for defects in a description of a 
circuit 

09/849,005 Filing Date: May 4, 2001 

Frejd, Russell Warren Group Art Unit: 2123 
0IN006-1C US Confirmation No.: 1848 



Santa Clara, CaHfomia 
December 13, 2004 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Dear Sir: 

This paper is timely submitted because it is filed with issue fee payment for the above- 
identified patent application. 

In the Notice of Allowability mailed on September 13, 2004, the Examiner stated, in a 
section entitled "Reasons for Allowance", that the instant application is directed to a non- 
obvious improvement over US Patent 5,729,554. The Examiner fiirther stated (at the top of 
page 2) that the improvement comprises a method for determining defects . . . whereby the 
transition fi-om the current state to the second next state is performed automatically after the 
transition to the first next state without entering a reset state. This patentable distinction is 
included in each of the independent claims, nos. 11, 16, 27, 29-31, 33, 42, 44, 48-53, 57, 62, 
64, and 69." 

Applicants respectfully traverse that the Examiner's reasons for allowance as being 
incorrect, for at least the following reason. Specifically, the limitation "transition . . . without 
entering a reset state" is not present (either explicitly or implicitly) in Claims 27, 29, 30, 31, 
33, 44, 48-53, 57, 62, 64 and 69. Li fact the word "reset" is not present in any of Claims 29, 
30, 31, 33, 44, 48-53, 57, 62, 64 and 69. Although the word "reset" is used in Claim 27, this 
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claim merely requires the current state to be non-reset, without specifying whether or not the 
reset state may be entered when restoring the simulation. 

Applicants submit that Claims 27, 29, 30, 31, 33, 44, 48-53, 57, 62, 64 and 69 (and 
any claims that depend therefrom) are to be interpreted broadly to cover transitions with or 
without entering the reset state, because this limitation is not cited therein. To the extent the 
Examiner believes that such broadly-interpreted claims are not allowable over the prior art of 
record, the Examiner is invited to re-open prosecution on the merits, as per MPEP §1308.01. 

Li addition, the Examiner attached only a single page IDS to the Notice of 
Allowability, although Applicants addressed the Examiner's objection to a 24-sheet Part B 
IDS in the Amendment dated April 28, 2004 (see bottom of page 23 and top of page 24 of this 
Amendment). In view of allowance of the current patent application Applicants believe that 
the Examiner has withdrawn his objection to the 24-sheet IDS. Hence, all references in these 
24 sheets are believed to have been considered for their relevance to the patentability of the 
allowed claims. If these references were not considered for any unknown reason, the 
Examiner is invited to re-open prosecution on the merits, as per MPEP §1308.01. 

Should the Examiner have any questions concerning this response, the Examiner is 
invited to call the undersigned at (408) 982-8200, ext. 3. 
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